Gather, Grow, Make a Difference!
Our Mission: Share the love of Jesus in welcoming and
compassionate ways.

A note from the Pastor - November 2, 2022

"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to
you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that." Luke 6: 32-33
Dear Friends,
On Tuesday, November 1st, the church universal celebrated All Saints
Day. We will commemorate All Saints this Sunday, November 6th.
Reading each of the names of those who have died in the last year,
chiming the bell, and lighting a candle, we give thanks to God for their
lives and their love that echoes through our lives even today. Parents who
gave sacrificially, siblings who loved specifically, spouses who loved
selflessly, family members who taught us, and friends who offered us
grace.
There is a helpful Greek word in the Sermon on the Plain, excerpted
above from Luke 6. The Greek word for "grace" is charis (pronounced
"HAR-riss," with a guttural "h"). Many biblical translators chose the word
credit instead; however, grace gives a fuller meaning. "If you love those
who love you, what grace [charis] have you?" or "what grace is there in
that?" (Luke 6:32-4).
Our faith depends on discipleship and commitment to others in radical

ways. This stretches us. When we needed it most, grace offered to those
who could not possibly return the favor is the kind of love without looking
for a return, which is what Jesus teaches.
We understand that all who give us a glimpse, whether it is a sliver or full
view, of God's grace is a saint. Whether their occupation was high school
band teacher or secretary, homemaker or clergy, chemist or relator, all
have the opportunity to respond to the call of faith.
So, pause to give thanks for those in your life who have shown you a
glimpse of God's kingdom with love that is a grace, and expect nothing in
return. Their lives echo still through our world. Amen.
In God's Love,
Pastor Monica

GATHER!
This Sunday, November 6 All Saints Sunday and Communion Sunday
Our worship leaders are Cliff and Peggy.
The choir anthem is
The praise song is
The Old Testament Lesson is Ephesians 1:11-23
The Gospel Lesson is Luke 6:20-31
Pastor Monica's sermon is "Count Your Blessings: Echoes" (I want my listeners
to give thanks for the lives of those in the past that echo into our lives.)
Have you ever stood in a canyon and called out? Your voice reverberates and
echoes off of mountainsides. Our lives impact others in a similar way. Join us
on Sunday as we remember those who have died in the last year. We will be
lighting candles, ringing the chime, and reading out names. Their lives echo
throughout ours, impacting and inspiring us. Let us give thanks together.
Join us in person at 8:30 or 11:00 am OR:
Join us live at 8:30am
Join us live at 11:00am
The bulletin is available on the Church Website

Change is a-coming!
You might notice the e-news has been shifting over the last couple of
weeks. We are streamlining the best of our newsletter and electronic
communications to make good use of resources. If you know someone
who may benefit from receiving the e-news, please let us know: Contact
the office. If you are aware of someone who would prefer a printed
version, they are available in the rear of the church.
Going forward, you can expect to see many of the parts of the newsletter
that you enjoyed in this format: birthdays, thank you's, a note from the
pastor, a calendar, up-to-date events, and news. Help us spread the word
about this resource-filled way to share information.

Stay up to date on church events - click the link below for our Google
calendar:

SUMC Calendar

Security in Our Church Building
To keep our congregation and building safe, we have begun arming our
building at night. If you have business that requires entering after 10:00
pm or before 7:00 am, you will need to disarm the building or the police
will be called. If you have an event that falls within those hours, please
make sure the office knows, so that appropriate arrangements can be
made. Please see the office for more information.

Winter is coming....

The Property & Building Committee is
looking for volunteers to remove snow
from our church sidewalks. Contact the
office if you are willing and able to help.
The grass mowing this summer was
completed faithfully by church
members. Thanks to those volunteers.

Work Day Scheduled...
A work day has been scheduled for
Saturday, November 12th from 9am1pm. Sign up in the office.

All Saints Sunday
November 6th is All Saints Sunday.
We will remember those in our
church family who have died in the
last year. Help us make sure to
remember everyone. Please
contact the office with the
information for your loved one so
that we might include them. Their
lives echo through our own. Join us
as we give thanks for them.

Volunteers are needed to
help place the snowmen
around Stroudsburg on the
Friday after Thanksgiving,
November 25th. The start
time is 9am and lasts for
about 2 hours or so. Pickup
trucks are especially needed
to move the snowmen from
the storage area to the
display locations. If you can
help please contact Jody
Singer at 570-517-5019.
This will be a fun event and
the snowmen attract a lot of
attention throughout the

Every first Saturday of the
month, 6-8pm. Participating
galleries: Gamut Art Gallery,
109-111 N. 8th Street, Andrei
Art Gallery, 18 N. 7th Street,
Pocono Arts Council, 727 Main
Street, The Gallery at
Renegade Winery, 600 Main
Street, Turrell Art Studios, 4 N.
6th Street. For more information
go to visitdowntownstroudsburg.com

winter.
Church Audit
Our financial policies are up to date and being
followed. The team looked at every bank
statement, endowment statement, and credit card
statement as well as every receipt for every
expense. You can rest assured that your
donations are being deposited and spent as you
intended. No discrepancies were found but there
were some minor findings which were corrected or
are in the process of being implemented. For
instance, the team found that counters, the
Financial Secretary and the Treasurer should be
bonded. We are working with Conference to do
that. The team also recommended that there
should be an inventory of all church assets such as
the organ, pianos, furniture, stoves, refrigerators
and the like. They also recommended that we
make sure our insurance coverage is adequate.
This was a tremendous amount of work completed
over the last eight months. We would like to thank
the members of the Audit Team - Cliff Rogell, Gary
Braman and Jeanette Kuhns. If anyone has any
questions concerning the audit, please let me
know.
C.J. Penwell
Chairperson, Giving and Funding Committee

Pastor Monica is one of the facilitators of Courageous Dialogues and
will be at Pocono Plateau on November 14, 2022.

Oneness Embraced - Guest Speaker at ESUMC
On November 20th, 3pm at East Stroudsburg UMC, Marc Blau will give a
presentation on the Holocaust and its impact on his family.
Marc Blau is a retired Social Studies teacher from Bangor High School. Marc
has spoken to many civic groups throughout the Lehigh Valley.
Mr. Blau has co-authored several books including Letters From Homefront
Magazine, History of the Textile Industry in the Slate Belt, A Miracle Happened

Here and speaks to organizations through the Slate Belt Heritage Center.
Marc's brother David wrote a book entitled, "The Blaus and the Holocaust: A
Story of Courage, Struggle and Heroism" and they both speak to groups about
their parents' courageous journey from Vienna, Austria to Bangor, Pa. Today
Marc Blau will touch your hearts and teach the many lessons learned from the
Holocaust.

November Birthdays

3 Jackie Herrero
6 Nancy Haase
6 Lee Philips
7 C.J. Penwell
7 Dave Cook
11 Lori DeWitt
22 Debbie Marsh
27 Mike Seip
30 Doris Philips

As we countdown the days to
Christmas, our church family
will prepare together during
the season of Advent.
For our third year, we invite all
of our church family to pray,
read, and prepare their hearts
using the devotion written by
our pastors as well as the
Advent bag.
Help us prepare Advent bags
and devotionals on Monday,
November 21st at 2:00 pm in
the lounge.
Many hands make light work!
Please let us know in the
office if you can help (and get
a sneak peek!)

Thank you from LV Topper Cancer Institute
Dear Rev. Monica B. Guepet,
On behalf of the Lehigh Valley Topper Cancer
Institute - Dale and Frances Hughes Center,
thank you very much for the donation of 30 winter
hats from your congregation. This donation brings
so much joy to the patients and families that
receive them. It is in the little, but deeply
meaningful things that patients find solace and
happiness. The time, energy and love put into this

is greatly appreciated. Please let me know if there
is anything we can do in coordination to continue
to bring hope and joy to the community.
Thank you for all you do!
Sincerely,
Hannah Chan LSW
Oncology Social Worker

Operation Christmas Child Offering
On November 19th, we will be packing Operation
Christmas Child boxes to be sent around the
world. Help us defray the costs with a special
offering. You can note Operation Christmas Child
on your check, mark it on the envelope, and put
your donation into a separate plate on Sunday
that's marked Operation Christmas Child. Thank
you for giving.

Community Resources
We have various agencies in our community that provide a variety of
services to help our local people. You can dial 2-1-1 for many of them,
855-587-8049 or 570-517-3954. Agencies include The United Way of
Monroe County, Pocono Info, Pocono Alliance and the Family Service
Associate of NEPA. Following is a list of some of the services they offer to
all of us. These agencies want to help us get the services we need when
we need them. Please feel comfortable reaching out for others to assist
you.

Shelter/housing
Food/clothing
Rent/utility help
Transportation
Opioid Abuse info
Early intervention services
Mental health services
Development
Legal/consumer
Credit counseling
Public assistance programs
Where to donate food, clothing, etc.
Aging parent assistance
Support groups and more

GROW!

2023 Commitment Cards
On October 30th, we offered our commitments for 2023 in worship.
Perhaps you did not get an opportunity to offer yours. There are extra
commitment cards and service commitment sheets in the sanctuary
as well as on the Church Website
Please dedicate your gift in the next few weeks as we plan for 2023 in
our discipleship with the church's resources.

Disciple 1 Bible Study
Have you considered reading through the Bible? Want to join a small
group on Zoom? Disciple 1 Bible Study is being held Wednesdays at
6:45pm on Zoom. We are partnering with other United Methodist
churches. Come grow in your faith, meet new people and learn about the
Bible. Please let the office know if you are interested.

Stitch and Pray Small Group
If you love to knit or crochet and would like to
use your skills to help others, please join us
for our Stitch & Pray small group meeting in
the lounge at 7:00 pm on the first Monday of
each month. If you'd like to learn to crochet,
you are welcome as well! For additional
information, please call Brenda Rambo at
570.872.4181.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Give to a Mission
A variety of missions are supported by our church. You can make a
difference both locally and around the world by giving to these missions. If
there is a particular mission that interests you, please provide the
information to the office. Thank you for your continued support! If you have
questions, please contact the office.

Missions Meeting - 11/22/2022,
6:30pm
Our next meeting is Tuesday,
November 22nd at 6:30pm in the
Lounge.
If you're interested in making a
difference through the missions of the
church, please join us.

You make a difference!
In the 2nd and 3rd quarters of 2022,
Stroudsburg UMC received $68.02 as a result
of qualifying purchases made by you and other

customers who have selected our church when
making purchases at Amazon. Over time,
Amazon has given $469.81 to Stroudsburg
UMC. How can you sign up? Go to
AmazonSmile and select Stroudsburg UMC as
your charity. If you need help with figuring out
how this works, please call or stop by the office.
Thank you for making a difference!

Operation Christmas Child
The Samaritan’s Purse Program Operation Christmas Child collects
shoebox gifts that are filled with fun toys, school supplies and hygiene
items. They take them to needy children, around the world to show God’s
love. We are participating in it again this year. We are so fortunate to
have students helping us with it. They are required to do so many hours
of community service to fulfill their graduation requirements. They have
been here to assist with Vacation Bible School, the soup kitchen and
other areas. We are hoping to have enough items for them to have
something to do while they are here; therefore we are asking that you
bring your items in loose. We are looking forward to having them be here
for other future projects, too. There is a large bin, in the Fellowship
Room, where you can bring your gifts if you are not going to be here on
Saturday, November 19th. We are working from 10:00am. until 11:30am;
we will have cookies, water, tea, apple cider, coffee and hot chocolate.
The website is https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operationchristmas-child/. You can see videos and hear testimonies of people who
were helped by this endeavor when they were children. It is very
interesting and we are pleased to be associated with it. If you are
interested in purchasing items for it; here are some ideas for you. The
presents could include these ideas: small toys, (no war items), wind-up or
solar flashlight, solar calculator, adhesive bandages(children enjoy bright
ones), puzzles, yo-yos, crayons, coloring tablets, blank tablets, chalk and
a chalk board, washable menstrual products, T-shirt, washable markers,
blank index cards, magnets, dress up items like costume jewelry or a
paper crown, non-liquid lip balm and let your imagination guide you with
it, too.
Thank you for your participation in helping to put smiles on
children’s faces and celebrate the spirit of Christmas.

Angel Tree
On November 13th, the Angel Tree is
back! Select an ornament off the tree to
give to a child in our community in
need. We are partnering with Family
Promise this year. Please bring back your
wrapped gifts by December 11th so that
families can receive them ahead of

the holidays.

Meal Pack for Haiti
Let's pack 50,000 meals! Join with other
churches and community around the
area to pack meals for Haiti. Each meal
costs 25 cents. Save your quarters and
given them through the offering marked
for Meal Pack for Haiti. A group is going
on Saturday, November 12th at
10:30am. Please sign up in the office to
join us. If you are able to come,
consider donating your quarters to
support the packed meals.

Valor Clinic Foundation Holiday Food Drive
Help us collaborate with Valor Clinic to
serve veteran families in our community.
Bring these items by November 13th for
Thanksgiving:
Non-Perishable:
1/2 gallon juice
Cake mix and cake frosting
Fruit pie filling and boxed pie crust
1 pound bag of brown rice
Cranberry sauce
Corn
Green beans
Perishable:
Turkey
Bacon
**The organization has recently added 120
families to its distribution list. Bring your
items to serve others at Thanksgiving.
There is a box available in the Fellowship
Room for your donations. Thank you!

Weis Receipts
Please save your Weis grocery receipts and bring them to the church.
There is a large coffee can in the Fellowship Room where you can place
your receipts. The church earns 1% of the total amount on each receipt.
Please note: the entire receipt needs to be submitted in order for us to
earn the 1% of the total. Please do not cut the bottom off of the receipt;
Weis needs that information in order to process the credit. Receipts for gift
cards purchased and prescription medications can be submitted, too. Any
questions, please contact the office. Thank you!

Family Promise Meals
How can I help those in need in our
community? We are preparing meals for
the Family Promise families on November
30th, December 14th, and December
28th. Partner with another family or friend
to make a meal. Meals are to be delivered
by 2:00 pm on Wednesday afternoons for
distribution. Sign up in the office for more
information.

Soup Kitchen
Our Soup Kitchen is a vital
ministry feeding our
neighbors every Sunday. We
continue to serve takeout meals as well as offer our
guests the option to sit down
in the dining room and eat.
Food stability remains a vital
part of our community. Meals
are served every Sunday
from 2-3pm. We are always
looking for additional
volunteers to prepare and
serve the meals. Many dates
in 2023 need to be filled.
Please contact the church
office if you are interested 570-421-6020.
Are you looking for how
you can help the Soup

UMCOR School Kits
Did you know that between
the outpouring from VBS
and our congregation's
generosity, we packed 55
school kits? WOW! I give
thanks to God for your
generosity and
faithfulness in caring for
children. You are making a
difference!

Kitchen if you are unable to
prepare and serve meals?
When you are shopping, we
need the following: Cases
of water, soda (not diet),
styrofoam take out
containers. Bring them into
the office anytime. Thanks for
serving those in our
community
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