
Gather, Grow, Make a Difference!

Our Mission: Share the love of Jesus in welcoming and
compassionate ways.

A note from the Pastor - November 25, 2022

"Enter God's gates with thanksgiving and
God's courts with praise. Give thanks to the
LORD, bless God's name. For the LORD is
good; God's steadfast love endures forever,
and the LORD's faithfulness to all
generations." Psalm 100:4-5

Blessings on this Thanksgiving! 
Throughout this month, we have been
counting our blessings. We have much for
which to be grateful. Many people added their
leaves of gratitude to our tree. There is gratitude lifting for family and
friends, for health and music. There is also very specific thanksgiving for
people in our lives, places in our collective lives, and things. Take a look at
this image of the tree. It will be up one more week, so feel free to add
additional thanksgiving this Sunday. How sweet the thanksgiving of God's
people is.  

As you gather with others, whether you are with family or friends, new
acquaintances, or coworkers, may you take time to reflect on God's
bountiful goodness to you. Gratitude is the reminder that the good you
have comes from somewhere outside of you, and there is someone else

https://vimeo.com/774909730
https://vimeo.com/774909632


to give thanks to. As I gather with my family and friends, I am thanking
God for our church which desires to gather together, grow in their faith,
and make a difference in the world. I give thanks for hope that sustains me
in the shadows of discouragement. I give thanks for companions on the
journey who are earnest and kind, brave and hopeful, curious and loving.  

May your belly be full along with your heart.  

In God's Love, 
Pastor Monica 

GATHER!

This Sunday, November 27 -
Our worship leaders are Jackie and Jeanette
The choir anthems are "A Time for Advent" and
"Watchman, Tell Us of the Night"
The praise song is "Come and Find the Quiet Center"
The Old Testament Lesson is Isaiah 11:1-10
The New Testament Lesson is Romans 13:11-14
Pastor Monica's sermon is "Say Yes to Hope Like the Prophets" (I want my
listeners to say yes to hope like the prophets did, especially in the face of long
suffering and uncertainty.)

The turkey has been shared; gatherings have occurred. Gratitude is
offered, and our minds turn to the next season. We feel it within us -
Advent. Jesus is coming - let us prepare our hearts and communities. Join
us on Sunday as we light the first candle of Advent and say yes to hope
like the prophets.  
  
Join us in person at 8:30 or 11:00 am OR:

Join us live at 8:30am

Join us live at 11:00am

The bulletin is available on the Church Website

https://youtu.be/CSpwkd7S6s8
https://youtu.be/Sy5sUWcXUqc
http://www.stroudsburgumc.com


 
Stay up to date on church events - click the link below for our Google
calendar:

SUMC Calendar

Christmas FellowshipChristmas Fellowship
Sunday, December 18Sunday, December 18thth    
9:35 – 10:45 am

·       Stay after the 8:30 am worship service, or come early for
11:00 am service. 
·       Enjoy a time of fellowship with other members of our
church family that you may not see very often.
·       Christmas cookies, coffee cake, holiday treats, fresh fruit,
coffee, assorted teas, juice and punch.
·       Bring a friend!
·       To help us plan, let us know if you would like to bring a
food item to share: Call/text/email Peggy: 570-350-8589 or
pegstewart59@gmail.com

 

News From the Northeastern
Jurisdictional Conference:

As the UMC’s Northeastern Jurisdiction
met Nov. 2-4 at the University of
Maryland in College Park, Md., with the
theme “One in Ministry to All the World,”
host Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
welcomed guests from 10 conferences
to “the home of Methodism and the seat
of justice.” Indeed, the unity and disunity

https://www.stroudsburgumc.com/calendar


in Methodism’s past and present, but
also its persistent quest for justice and
wholeness, resonated throughout the
historic session.

Read more here

 
More NEJ News:

We celebrate Bishop John Schol has been assigned
to Greater New Jersey and to provide continued
coverage to EPA through 2024.  We give thanks for
Bishop Schol and Beverly Schol as they continue to
serve faithfully with us.  

Northeastern Jurisdictional delegation 
Last week, you were represented at the
Northeastern Jurisdiction by 11 clergy and 7
laity. We elected one new bishop, Bishop Hector
Burgos-Nunez, certified and celebrated retirements
along with other business.  

We celebrated the retirement of our former bishop,
Bishop Peggy Johnson.  

Pictured above: (top row: Rev. Dr. Andrew Foster,
episcopal candidate, Rev. Dr. Dan Lebo, Kristine
Adams, Rev. Hannah Adair Bonner, Rev. Eddie
Cameron, Bishop John Schol, Rev. Robin Hyncka,
David Koch, Lenora Thompson, Rev. Johnson Dodla 
bottom row: Rev. Dr. Chrisopher Kurien, Judy
Ehninger, Clarita Krall, Sue Grimm McCoy, Rev.
Monica Guepet, Rev. Dr. Lydia Munoz, Rev. Dawn
Taylor-Storm, Krystl D. Gauld
Missing from the picture: Rev. Mandy Stanley
Miller, Elizabeth Fisher) 

 
Security in Our Church Building
To keep our congregation and building safe, we have begun arming our

https://www.epaumc.org/news/historic-nej-conference-seeks-hope-healing-amid-troubles/


building at night. If you have business that requires entering after 10:00
pm or before 7:00 am, you will need to disarm the building or the police
will be called. If you have an event that falls within those hours, please
make sure the office knows, so that appropriate arrangements can be
made.  Please see the office for more information.

 
Message from Bishop Schol:

New Appointment Announcement and
EPA/GNJ Affiliation Update

See, I am doing a new thing, can’t you see it. -Isaiah prophesied

Dear United Methodists of EPA and GNJ,
 
We are living in a challenging season as we emerge from the pandemic,
disaffiliation and the continuing movement of secular culture away from religion
and the church. But every time, in the midst of challenge, God has been ready
to do a new thing. For a tormented people enslaved in Egypt, or a wandering
people on a dusty trail in the wilderness, or three young people in a fiery
furnace standing up to a king, or a huddled group of disciples in an upper room,
God was working a new thing.
 
Can’t you see it? God’s new thing is springing up all around us even
today. (Isaiah 43:19 and 65:16-17).

 At the most recent Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference (NEJ) where we
elect new bishops, the conference could have elected four bishops but chose
to elect only one, in part because of membership and financial realities. It is
becoming clearer that alignments and affiliations between conferences will be
the future model within the NEJ, and that EPA and GNJ will be working
together into the future.

Read more

 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Message-from-Bishop-Schol--EPA-GNJ-Affiliation.html?soid=1115113910561&aid=wueW0Tef4BU


 
 

Caring Well for Each Other...
When flowers are given to the glory of
God and placed on our altar in memory
or in honor of someone, donors choose
whether they will take them home with
them or they will be given at the
discretion of the church.  On November
6th, our All Saints Sunday, the flowers
given were at the discretion of the church.  One of the vases was
delivered to a shut-in by Pastor Margie.  The other vase was offered
at the grave of one of the persons we remembered that morning.
Pastor Monica officiated the service of Eleanor Metzgar, who had
outlived her family and friends.  In caring well for each other, those
flowers were a visible reminder that the church remembered her.



Thank you for offering flowers on the altar and helping us
care well for our community.

 
 

 
 



 



Stroudsburg UMC sighting!
On Monday, November 14th, I was up at
Pocono Plateau for the Courageous
Conversations. The assisting elders were
facilitating conversations around grace and
sacred space to share stories. Hoping to
provide a model for local churches and
individuals, this framework of growing in love
together and guided by the Wesleyan
quadrilateral opened space to share our
stories around sexuality.
As I went to make a cup of coffee, imagine
my delight as I saw a familiar skyscraper.
Thank you Stroudsburg for making a
difference in our church, community, and camps!

 
Filming on December 4th -

On December 4th, we will have CGI here filming for our



publicity video to be featured on the Pocono Visitor’s Bureau
website. the completed project will also be used for our sharing of
our church. We would love to represent our church well with a full

worship service at 11:00am on December 4th.
 

 
Joint Announcement from the

Northeastern Jurisdictional
College of Bishops and Committee

on the Episcopacy
Wednesday, November 16, 2022

The Council of Bishops has approved
the recommendation from the
Northeastern Jurisdictional College of
Bishops (COB) and The Committee on
the Episcopacy (COE) that Retired
Bishop Peggy Johnson serve as Interim
Bishop for the New England Annual
Conference (NEAC) beginning January

1, 2023, through August 31, 2024.

The New England Annual Conference did not receive an assignment
or coverage at the conclusion of the 21st Session of the
Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference. Pursuant to Para. 407 of the
2016 Book of Discipline (BOD), the College of Bishops fills vacancies
in such circumstances. After consultation with the appropriate
stakeholders, the COB and COE agreed that Bishop Johnson
possessed the gifts and graces to lead the NEAC during this interim
period.

In discussing this scenario with Bishop Johnson, she articulated that
she feels called by God to this particular need and is willing to
relocate to New England to provide residential leadership, holistic
pastoral care and collaborative oversight.
 
After reviewing the Conference Profile and Cover Page, as well as
The New England Declaration (their detailed strategic vision for
inclusive mission and ministry), we met with the NEAC Committee on
the Episcopacy and the cabinet. We spent considerable time
listening to and discussing their needs, priorities and hopes for their
next servant leader. 
 
These conference leadership teams agreed upon NEAC’s top
priorities for their interim servant leader: a) pastoral care and healing;
b) a willingness to embrace the vision already cast, while
empowering those within the conference to champion its
implementation; and c) relationship building.
 
Upon hearing this news we became more confident that our



discernment was divinely inspired. Bishop Johnson excels in each of
these areas. Therefore, we shared our recommendation and Bishop
Johnson's name was received with enthusiasm and thanksgiving.
These leaders also provided insights that will help position this
coverage arrangement for success.
 
Please pray for Bishop Johnson and Rev. Mary Johnson as they
live into this new opportunity. They are excited to serve and
look forward to visiting New England soon. We give God thanks
for their willingness to offer themselves so quickly after
retirement. We thank you in advance for your support.

 

 

December Birthdays

5 Carol Romansky
12 Debra Kirkland
18 Alex Herrero
20 Scott Sebring
28 Peter Guepet
31 Crista Kopec

Advent Bags

Say Yes to being hope-filled,
kind, brave, daring, loving,
and curious this Advent and
Christmas! Walk with us
during this Advent and
Christmastide by picking up
an Advent bag in the
Fellowship Room. We have
also dropped off and mailed
to shut-ins. Please let us
know if you need one
yet. May our faith grow this
Advent season.

 



ADVENT WREATH
 

Each of the Sundays of
Advent and Christmas Eve,
we invite families and friends
to light the Advent Wreath
together at each of the
services. Litany
provided. Sign up in the office
to participate.  
 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY

Do you love the music of
Advent and Christmas? Join

us on Thursday evenings
(December 1, 8, 15, and 22)

from 6:30-7:30 pm for our
Advent Bible Study. Our book

is Songs for the Waiting:
Devotions inspired by the

Hymns of Advent.  Books are
available in the office, and the

study will be in-person and
online. Contact the office for

the link. 
 

 
 

ALL SAINTS

On Sunday, November 6th, we honored 41 persons who died last
year by

reading their names, lighting candles, and sharing something of their
echo in the world. Did you miss the service or want to share it with a

friend or family member?  
Here is the link: All Saints' Service 11062022

 

 
As we anticipate winter, we are looking for
people who can help us remove snow from our
sidewalks, stairs, and stoop.
Let us know in the office if you are willing to be
added to the list to help.

 

https://youtu.be/TrwJDCRCTgg


 
 

Decommissioned Bibles

Wonder about the decommissioned Bibles?
We held a service on October 16th to
decommission Bibles from our church
and church family. The service included
readings, prayer, and the burial
of a representative Bible. You can find the
spot on the Ann Street side in
the memorial garden. The plaque marking the location reads:
             

Seeds of God's word are planted in our hearts.

The decommissioned Bibles that rest here remind us of our commitment
to spreading the Word.

We give thanks to God for the gift of the scripture.

 

GROW!

 
2023 Commitment Cards

On October 30th, we offered our commitments for 2023 in worship.
Perhaps you did not get an opportunity to offer yours.  There are extra

commitment cards and service commitment sheets in the sanctuary
as well as on the Church Website

Please dedicate your gift in the next few weeks as we plan for 2023 in
our discipleship with the church's resources.

http://www.stroudsburgumc.com


 
Disciple 1 Bible Study
Have you considered reading through the Bible? Want to join a small
group on Zoom? Disciple 1 Bible Study is being held Wednesdays at
6:45pm on Zoom.  We are partnering with other United Methodist
churches. Come grow in your faith, meet new people and learn about the
Bible. Please let the office know if you are interested.

 
Stitch and Pray Small Group

If you love to knit or crochet and would like to
use your skills to help others, please join us
for our Stitch & Pray small group meeting in
the lounge at 7:00 pm on the first Monday of
each month. If you'd like to learn to crochet,

you are welcome as well! For additional
information, please call Brenda Rambo at

570.872.4181. 

 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Give to a Mission

A variety of missions are supported by our church. You can make a
difference both locally and around the world by giving to these missions. If
there is a particular mission that interests you, please provide the
information to the office. Thank you for your continued support! If you have
questions, please contact the office.

 

 



Did you catch us in the news? In the last two weeks, we have been in the
news twice!  We are sharing the good news of how we are making a
difference in our community.  Take a look at the two videos above!

 
American Red Cross Thank you!

Hi Jackie,
I hope your Turkey day was a delight! Our
drive this past Wednesday had fantastic
results, every year this drive keeps collecting
more and more donations. It is such a difficult time for us to collect blood
so it makes a huge impact! Below I listed our collections since I started in
2018, and also our collections for 2022. I can‘t thank you enough for
continuing to partner with us, and always having everything perfect for the
team when they arrive. Wednesday we had 43 donors signed up, 31
showed up, 1 first time donor, 1 unable to donate, and 3 on the power red
machine for our total of 33 donations collected helping up to 99 patients!

2018 21
2019 22
2020 20
2021 26
2022 33

April 30
Nov 33
63 donations helping up to 189!!

Thank you again for all your support throughout the year! It is very much
appreciated
I hope you have a wonderful holiday season and everything in
between, we will talk again on the spring side of our seasons!
Jaime

Jaime Brazenec
Account Manager II | Donor Recruitment
Monroe, Pike, Northampton, and Carbon Counties
American Red Cross
570-706-0954

 
Operation Christmas Child Update

Last Saturday, we had our Operation



Christmas Child packing party. Thank you to
all who gave and packed boxes for Operation
Christmas Child.
We packed 43 boxes over 4 times as many as
the ten last year! We had 19
people helping us, including Stroudsburg High
School’s Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA) students. Thank
you for making a difference in
our world.

 

Missions Meeting - 11/29/2022,
6:30pm

Our next meeting is Tuesday,
November 29th at 6:30pm in the
Lounge.
If you're interested in making a
difference through the missions of the
church, please join us.

 



You make a difference!
In the 2nd and 3rd quarters of 2022,
Stroudsburg UMC received $68.02 as a result
of qualifying purchases made by you and other
customers who have selected our church when
making purchases at Amazon. Over time,
Amazon has given $469.81 to Stroudsburg
UMC.  How can you sign up? Go to
AmazonSmile and select Stroudsburg UMC as
your charity.  If you need help with figuring out
how this works, please call or stop by the office.
Thank you for making a difference!

 
Update: Haiti Meal Pack - Thank you to all
those who gave and/or came out to pack
meals for Haiti. As you can see from the
picture, all had a great time. During our
session, the other groups, along with ours,
packed 8,000 meals. Over the course of the
weekend, they were on target to pack 50,000
meals. These meals benefit children and
families. We were shown a video of the mud cookies that families eat
when no food is available. It was heartbreaking. Thank you for making a
difference in the lives of our siblings in Christ.  
We already contributed all of the donations that you offered. There was no
requirement to pay for all of the meals you packed; as a result, East
Stroudsburg UMC, who hosted us, has not yet made up the difference in
the cost. They are down $5000. If you can offer additional funds for the
purpose, please put them in the offering marked Meal Pack for
Haiti. Thank you!

 
 

Angel Tree

Our Angel Tree is back! Select an
ornament off the tree in the Fellowship
Room to give to a child in our community
in need. We are partnering with Family
Promise this year. Please bring back your
wrapped gifts by December 11th so that
families can receive them ahead of
the holidays.  
 

 



Stroudsburg Junior High National Honor
Society Thanksgiving Food Drive

We love partnering with other organizations!
Thank you to the Stroudsburg Junior High
School National Honor Society for their
Thanksgiving food drive. Their generosity will
feed many families. We both fill our food pantry
and collaborate with other local food pantries to
make sure our community has what they need.
Thank you for making a difference!

 
 

 
Weis Receipts

Please save your Weis grocery receipts and bring them to the church.
There is a large coffee can in the Fellowship Room where you can place
your receipts. The church earns 1% of the total amount on each receipt.
Please note: the entire receipt needs to be submitted in order for us to
earn the 1% of the total. Please do not cut the bottom off of the receipt;
Weis needs that information in order to process the credit. Receipts for gift
cards purchased and prescription medications can be submitted, too. Any
questions, please contact the office. Thank you!

 



Family Promise Meals
How can I help those in need in our
community?  We are preparing a meal for
the Family Promise families on December
28th. Partner with another family or friend
to make a meal. Meals are to be delivered
by 2:00 pm on Wednesday afternoons for
distribution. Sign up in the office for more
information.  
 

 

Soup Kitchen
Our Soup Kitchen is a vital
ministry feeding our
neighbors every Sunday. We
continue to serve take-
out meals as well as offer our
guests the option to sit down
in the dining room and eat. 
Food stability remains a vital
part of our community. Meals
are served every Sunday
from 2-3pm. We are always
looking for additional
volunteers to prepare and
serve the meals. Many dates
in 2023 need to be filled.
Please contact the church
office if you are interested -
570-421-6020.
Are you looking for how
you can help the Soup
Kitchen if you are unable to
prepare and serve meals?
When you are shopping, we
need the following: Cases
of water, soda (not diet),

UMCOR School Kits

Thank you for giving
generously to UMCOR
(United Methodist Committee
on Relief) with 50 school kits.
Thank you for making a
difference in the life of
children, here and around the
world.
 



styrofoam take out
containers. Bring them into
the office anytime. Thanks for
serving those in our
community
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