
Gather, Grow, Make a Difference!

Our Mission: Share the love of Jesus in welcoming and
compassionate ways.

A note from the Pastor - January 13, 2023

“God is faithful; by [God] you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:9

Dear Friends, 

On Wednesday and Thursday of this week, I have been away receiving additional
training entitled CAST -Coach Approach Skill Training. This is the second portion of
learning about coaching, especially for groups and teams. I apply this learning to our
congregation and other congregations I serve as an assisting elder. I have been
reflecting on the difference between groups and teams. A group might be
your neighbors at a Christmas party, whereas a team might be your bowling team
with clear roles and a shared purpose. While much can be said about the difference
between a group of people and a team, I have come to think about the focus on a
similar purpose and goal. As followers of Christ, we are called to similar purposes
and goals as we serve together. Like Paul, as he wrote the letter to Corinth, we may
also call this a fellowship.  
On Monday, January 16th, our nation remembers Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Junior. One of his many contributions to our national psyche is a call to beloved
community. The beloved community is a place where we value humanity and seek
to live out the values of the Realm of God. Together as a team, a fellowship, we
seek to live out kingdom values of love, hope, and faith, as well as to recognize
each of the beloved of Christ. On this team, some of us have the role of
advocacy, while others have the role of support and still others have prophetic truth-
telling. A team needs a coach, trainers, front-line players, and a deep bench. I pray



that you might have opportunities over the next couple of days to reflect on what
your role is in the fellowship, the team, as we seek to usher in God's dream (also
called the Kingdom or Realm of God). Like any effective team, we need all the parts
to work together on God's vision. 
Praying for our team and coming of the Realm of God,  

In God's Love, 
Pastor Monica 

 

GATHER!

This Sunday, January 15
Our worship leaders are Jackie and Kim
The choir anthems are "I Will Rejoice" and "For
You Alone are God" (Psalm 86, adapted)
The praise song is "Precious Lord, Take My Hand"
The New Testament Lesson is 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
The Gospel Lesson is John 1:29-42
Pastor Monica's sermon is "Dreaming" (I want my listeners to embrace God's
dream spoken through prophets like Paul, John the Baptist, Dr. Martin Luther
King Junior, and others.)

Sixty years ago, Dr. Martin Luther King Junior offered a vision of beloved
community in his "I Have a Dream Speech." Generations before, Paul and
John the Baptist shared God's vision for the church as beloved
community. Join us on Sunday as we dream together about where we see
beloved community among us and where we are still seeking the full dream.  

Join us in person at 8:30 or 11:00 am or

Join us live at 8:30am

Join us live at 11:00am
The bulletin is available on the Church Website

 
Stay up to date on church events - click the link below for our Google
calendar:

SUMC Calendar

https://youtu.be/tuJ5zfXiWqA
https://youtu.be/p1PEJG-S9i4
http://www.stroudsburgumc.com
https://www.stroudsburgumc.com/calendar


 

 
Thank you to our pledgers. As we close out 2022 financially and look to our 2023
year in ministry and mission, we give thanks to God for those who faithfully pledged
and gave this year. It was a challenging year with increases in household costs like
heating, gas, and food, to name just a few. As some families revised their giving to
address unanticipated costs, our pledgers carried through giving generously. 75% of
our families who pledged were able to meet or exceed their pledges. Their
generosity covered the needed revisions of other givers.  
In addition to supporting the church financially, pledgers find blessings in their own
lives by giving purposefully and being grounded in discipleship. You will often hear
pledgers say, "I am blessed in giving," and "Additional funds often show up when I
need them most." Consider pledging today. Pick up a card in the rear of the
sanctuary or an online pledge card.  Thank you for giving to God! 

 
Thank you from a family Pastor Monica officiated a funeral for:

To: Pastor Monica,
On behalf of my dad and my brother, I wanted to say thank you for all the support
and prayers. I hope that you and your family had a blessed Christmas! And a very
happy new year! thank you for being there for us! Herder family.

 
January Birthdays

3 Dale Werkheiser
5 Liz Miller
6 Kevin Kopec
8 DeAnn Harris
9 Pastor Monica
25 Marina Maroney
25 Cathy Doane

 

https://www.stroudsburgumc.com


 

'Star Words'
BY THE REV. JULIA SINGLETON
It’s that time of year again to choose a new Star Word.
What is a Star Word? It’s a tradition gaining in
popularity where people choose life-guiding words on
Epiphany Day, Jan. 6, or on Epiphany Sunday. The
word, chosen at random or better yet, through prayer,
should help guide you on your spiritual journey
throughout the year. Learn more.

 

Pathways
How can we look at growth and vitality? What is
a part of Pastor Monica's role as an assisting
elder? Sixteen EPA congregations have signed
up to begin the Pathways guided discernment
process with the help of assigned facilitators in
February. There’s room for more; but the
registration deadline is Jan. 9.
This third round of facilitation—similar to church
leadership coaching—follows two rounds that
began in September and November 2022. So
far, 52 churches are receiving the help of trained
EPA Pathways facilitators to discern their paths
forward to achieve greater congregational health
and fruitfulness. Learn more.

 
As we anticipate winter, we are looking for
people who can help us remove snow from our
sidewalks, stairs, and stoop.
Let us know in the office if you are willing to be
added to the list to help.

https://www.epaumc.org/news/star-words/
https://www.epaumc.org/news/register-by-jan-9-to-start-pathways-in-february/


 
Save the date for an incredible presentation
of the Gospel of John: March 19th. Here at
Stroudsburg UMC, we will host the Book of
John, presented live by Ken Jennings. To
reserve a seat, email your name, show time
and number of seats to:
tickets@poconocenterforthearts.org. Please
contact the office if you need assistance with
obtaining tickets. Postcards with all details are
available in the back of the sanctuary.
 

 
Pocono Plateau Camp & Retreat Center is
partnering with Family Promise of the Poconos to
provide emergency shelter for families with children
in our local area. Family Promise of the
Poconos serves families in Monroe and Pike

counties experiencing homelessness or possible eviction by providing shelter,
meals, and support services.

We will utilize Spruce Lodge to provide emergency shelter for 3 to 4 families starting
in this month. We are excited for the opportunity to utilize one of our unused
buildings during non summer months to extend hospitality and shelter for those in
need.

 

 



GROW!

 
Bible Study returns on Wednesday, January 18th after our break. Join us

at 10:15am in the Lounge or on Zoom.

 

 
Did you know that the Book of Discipline was updated since 2016 with some vital
details, including elected bishops as well as decisions of the Judicial Council? You
can download your copy here. 

Book of Discipline

 
Pocono Plateau Winter & Spring
Events:

Winter Blast & Winter Jamboree - February
17th-February 19th
Easter Themed Family Retreat - March 31st-
April 2nd
Dangerous Retreat for Boys & Fathers - April
21st - April 23rd
"Love Your Selfie" Mother & Daughter
Retreat - April 21st - April 23rd
Confirmation Retreat - April 28th - April 30th
Summer Camp Open House - May 20th
Plateau Puppy Party - June 2nd - June 4th

Visit the events page for all details and to
register:

Events at Pocono Plateau

 
Our library is growing. We just added a new

https://www.umofficialresources.com/updates/18/book-of-discipline-addendum-and-errata-december-2022
http://www.poconoplateau.org/event/


book to our library. Out of conversation in
Bible Study and Sunday School about the
origin of our scriptures, we discussed the
Dead Sea Scrolls. These include some of the
oldest manuscripts of our scriptures.
Discovered between 1947 and the present,
these scrolls give us insight into the earliest
church communities. Pick up this book in the
library today.  

 
3 Tools for Ministry dates, sites set for
March 2023

EPA has set three March dates and three
locations for the 2023 Tools for Ministry
church leadership education events. The half-
day academies, each offering two
sessions of diverse courses, will occur onsite, rather than online, for the
first time since 2020. EPA members may attend any Tools session at any
location.

The South and East districts will host a session together March 4 at
Palmer Theological Seminar in St. David's. The North District will host a
session March 11 at Asbury UMC in Allentown. And the West District will
host a session March 18 at Church of the Good Shepherd UMC in
Lebanon. More information and registration to come.

 
Looking to deepen your faith in the New
Year?

Try out Adult Sunday School at 9:45 am, Bible
Study on Wednesday mornings at 10:15 am, or
our new small group, We Make the Road by
Walking on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm. 
Also, you’re invited to read the Bible in a year
– in the back of the sanctuary there are Bible
plans where you can check off and keep track
as you’re reading. Or click the link below.
Bible Plan

 
 

A new weekly small group will meet

https://files.constantcontact.com/c256f2f0901/8d5f92ab-8537-4c4f-b980-ba5a3f482d77.pdf?rdr=true


each Wednesday from 6:30 – 8:00 pm.
We will start by studying the book: “We
Make the Road by Walking” by Brian D.
McLaren. Join us as we begin a year-
long quest for spiritual formation with a
study that gives an overview of the
biblical story and a fresh introduction or
re-orientation to our Christian faith.
While it would be best if everyone would
attend each session, each week is a
separate “lesson” so group members
can miss a week or join at a later date
as their schedule allows. Books can be
provided, free of charge if needed, as
long as Peggy knows beforehand. For
more information or to join this group
contact Peggy Stewart at 570-350-8589
or pegstewart59@gmail.com 
 

 
Disciple 1 Bible Study
Have you considered reading through the Bible? Want to join a small
group on Zoom? Disciple 1 Bible Study is being held Wednesdays at
6:45pm on Zoom. We are partnering with other United Methodist
churches. Come grow in your faith, meet new people and learn about the
Bible. Please let the office know if you are interested.

 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Give to a Mission

A variety of missions are supported by our church. You can make a
difference both locally and around the world by giving to these missions. If
there is a particular mission that interests you, please provide the
information to the office. Thank you for your continued support! If you have
questions, please contact the office.

 

mailto:pegstewart59@gmail.com


 
 

The generosity of our congregation is
incredible. Our congregation’s tradition is to support
Church Women United as they provide Christmas
stockings to nursing homes and other people often
forgotten at Christmas. Residents are delighted and
feel loved by this community gesture. To fill our
stockings, we will ask you to bring in items every
month to build the stocking throughout the year. For
January, we invite you to bring in pocket tissues to
the Fellowship Room. Thank you for making a
difference.
 

 
Weis Receipts

Please save your Weis grocery receipts and bring them to the church.
There is a large coffee can in the Fellowship Room where you can place
your receipts. The church earns 1% of the total amount on each receipt.
Please note: the entire receipt needs to be submitted in order for us to
earn the 1% of the total. Please do not cut the bottom off of the receipt;
Weis needs that information in order to process the credit. Receipts for gift
cards purchased and prescription medications can be submitted, too. Any
questions, please contact the office. Thank you!

 
Family Promise Meals

How can I help those in need in our
community?  We are preparing a meal
for the Family Promise families
throughout January and February. A



sign up sheet is in the Fellowship
Room. Partner with a friend or another
family to make a meal. Meals are to be
delivered on Wednesday afternoons
before 2pm. Contact Amanda Miller or
the church office if you have questions.
 

 
Soup Kitchen
Our Soup Kitchen is a vital ministry
feeding our neighbors every Sunday.
We continue to serve take-out meals as
well as offer our guests the option to sit
down in the dining room and eat. Food
stability remains a vital part of our
community. Meals are served every
Sunday from 2-3pm. We are always
looking for additional volunteers to
prepare and serve the meals. Many dates in 2023 need to be filled.
Please contact the church office if you are interested - 570-421-6020.
Are you looking for how you can help the Soup Kitchen if you are
unable to prepare and serve meals? When you are shopping, we
need the following: Cases of water, soda (not diet), styrofoam take
out containers. Bring them into the office anytime. Thanks for serving
those in our community.

Want to help behind the scenes for the Soup Kitchen? We need some
people to do laundry for hand towels, wash cloths and other kitchen
linens. You can sign up for once a week, every other week, or once a
month.  Don't hesitate to contact the office if you can help in any way.
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