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From Lent to Easter
and Beyond!

The forty-day season of Lent is well under way
by now. We are patrticipating in the Cluster
Lenten Series with our sister United Methodist
Churches and engaging in a sermon series in
our own church on the last 24 hours of Jesus’
life here on earth.

| like Lent. | remember as a child growing up,
going to the Lenten services in my hometown
church. People seemed to take their faith a little
more seriously during the Lenten season and
we were in church more. People often gave up
something during this season, like a favorite
food or dessert, or took something on, like being
part of a study group or doing more Bible
reading in their daily devotions.

This all makes sense because Lent should be a
season of spiritual growth.

John Wesley used to ask the question: “How is
it with your soul?”

How would you answer this question? Are you
satisfied with the condition of your soul today? If
not, then the Lenten season is a great
opportunity for prayer, study, and reflection.
Through these disciplines, we grow spiritually
and we strengthen our souls.

The Lenten season culminates in Holy Week.
This is one of, if not, the most important week of
the Christian year! We need to journey through
Holy Week in order to strengthen our faith. This
is no time to play hooky from church! | fear that
many committed believers tend to shy away
from the events of Holy Week. We move quickly
from Palm/Passion Sunday right into Easter
without experiencing or thinking about Maundy
Thursday or Good Friday. This is not good for
our souls.

There is an old saying that | believe is pertinent
here: “You can’t have a crown without a cross.”
This is true, at least in terms of Jesus’ journey. It
took the pain, suffering, and shame of Holy
Week and Good Friday to get Jesus to the
resurrection on Easter.

| hope you participate in all the church has to
offer during Holy Week this year. We will have
Maundy Thursday worship with Holy
Communion in an Upper Room setting. Good
Friday we will participate in the community
Cross Walk as we remember the journey Christ
took to Golgotha where he was crucified. Then
at noon we will hold Good Friday worship in our
sanctuary.

Easter is a great season. It is a season of 50
days rather than just one day. This season is a
time to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and
the gift of eternal life he has given to each of us!

Bl

Bob Shank

Gather! Grow! Make a Difference!



April 1
Psalm 70

April 2
Psalm 71

April 3
Psalm 72

April 4
Psalm 73

April 5
Psalm 74

April 6
Psalm 75

April 7
Psalm 76

April 8
Psalm 77

April 9
Psalm 78

April 10
Psalm 79

April 11
Psalm 80

Daily Lectionary Scripture References

April 2011

April 12
Psalm 81

April 13
Psalm 82

April 14
Psalm 83

April 15
Psalm 84

April 16
Psalm 85

April 17
Psalm 86

April 18
Psalm 87

April 19
Psalm 88

April 20
Psalm 89

April 21
Psalm 90

April 22
Psalm 91

Gather! Grow! Make a Difference!

April 23
Psalm 92

April 24
Psalm 93

April 25
Psalm 94

April 26
Psalm 95

April 27
Psalm 96

April 28
Psalm 97

April 29
Psalm 98

April 30
Psalm 99



TO SERVE YOU IN APRIL

Greeters 8:30
3 Irene Goforth
10 Hildegard & Walter Roeckendorf
17 Cliff & Diane Rogédll
24 Kirsten Lee

11:00
3 Bill & Sue Weitzmann
10 Howard Ste ner
17 Marti & Nelson Ernest
24 Sue & Ron Gouger
Ushers 8:30
3& 10 Jack & BarbaraHindline
17& 24 Carole & Joe Vuchak
All month  Raph Harrison
All month Brad Hildabrant

11:00
Altar Guild

Betty Schuler & Eleanor Bentzoni

Counters
CJ Penwell & Doris Philips

Soup Kitchen
3 Reeders UMC Girl Scout Troop
Kathy & David Reder

10 Christ Hamilton Lutheran
Alicia& Joe DelLong

17 Judy Cherepko
Family & friends

24 Dr. Kessdlring's Staff
Ruth Odenwelder

OUR CHURCH STAFF:

Ministers Everyone
Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good
Pastor Emeritus Tom Anderman
Church Secretary Jackie Herrero
Choir Director Dave Lantz
Organist Marti Lantz
Youth Director Kim Miller
Handbell Director Lynn Seip
Custodian Matt Transue
Custodian Matt Parton

OUR CHURCH LEADERS:

Daniel’s Dream Team

Chairperson, Boyd Butz achemy@ptd.net

Wor ship
Chairpersons, Ralph Harrison, Pastor Bob Shank

Property & Building
Chairperson, Carl Karchner vacmaint@ptd.net

Servant Resource Team
Chairperson, Beryl Hellgren
bykoh@verizon.net
Stewar dship
Chairperson, Carole Everitt
carolevl@verizon.net
Missions
Chairperson, Alberta Weber
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If you would like a card on your special
day, please call the church office

April 2011 Birthdays

Tim Harris
Peggy Lou Vail

David Montgomery

Sarah Principe
Abigail Braman
Joan Bennett
Fred Fiedler
Ruth Bensinger
Matthew Adams
John Rasmussen
Kay Bucci-Rutt
Cherise Decker
Jane Thomas
Byron Coke
Audrey Mitchdll
L ois Shaffer
Ethel Peveraro

421-6020
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STEWARDSHIP

The Stewardship Committee welcomes anew
member, Ruth Weber. Her background in steward-
ship and finances at her former church as well as her
computer background will be a great asset to our
committee and we are thankful that she volunteered
her service to SUMC by serving on our committee.

Again, we have been blessed with an increase in giv-
ing by 10% over thistime last year. Our Conference
apportionment has been paid through February and
all bills have been paid. Amen.

We would again ask the congregation for prayerful
consideration of any increase in giving for the eleva
tor fund. It ishoped the elevator will bein operation
by the end of spring or beginning of summer. With
an estimated cost of the project start of $350,000 and
having paid Edinger Construction $178,644 we will
be responsible financially for about half of the pro-
jectinjust afew months. Please note on your giving
envelope any monies designated for the elevator
fund.

Thank you for your continued financial support to
SUMC and we ask for your continued prayers for
our church and our committee as we face the
financial challengesfor 2011.

Stewardship Committee: Carole Everitt, Fran
Harrison, Paul Edinger, Dan Butz, Kirsten Lee,
JoAnn Calkins, Ruth Weber
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THANKS

MOM!

MOTHER'’S DAY BOOKLET
May 8th, a day to honor or remember that
special lady in your life.

Yes, once again the UMW will be doing a Mother’s Day Booklet. The cost is $2.00 per
name. Please make checks payable to: Stroudsburg United Methodist Women. Names
will be taken after both services on April 17, April 24 and May 1 OR you can send it to:
Eleanor Bentzoni, 1755 Honeysuckle Lane, Stroudsburg PA 18360.

In Honor of:

Presented by:

In Honor of:

Presented by:

In Memory of:

Presented by:

In Memory of:

Presented by:

Deadline is 12 Noon - May 1st



THE END IS NEAR.....

A priest and a minister from two local par-
ishes are standing by the side of the road
holding up a sign that reads, "The End is
Near! Turn yourself around now before it's
too late!"

Their plan is to hold up the sign to each
passing car.

“Leave us alone you religious nuts!" yelled
the first driver as he sped by.

Then, from around the curve, they heard
screeching tires and a big splash.

"Do you think," said one clergyman to the
other, "that we should just put up a sign
that says 'Bridge Out' instead?"

The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
One medium 2 topping pizza,
family size buffalo wings,
and a 2 liter of diet cola
please!

Inspired by Jesus feeding 5000 with just a few fish
and loaves, AND motivated by hunger.. Bart bhegan
to pray over his 3 remaining buffalo winds and one
remaining slice of pizza.

Pleasant Valley Choral Society

Presents:
“Spring Pops 11 - Rockin’ at the Theater”

Mamma Mia! Who knew that Broadway and
Hollywood were really pop stars at heart? Yes,
The Joint is Jumpin’ when the Blues Broth-
ers show up with their briefcase and belt out
Soul Man and Do You Love Me? A visit from
the Jersey Boys will have you reminiscing
about December 1963 (Oh, What a Night)
and telling your sweetie Take a Chance on
Me ‘cause I Can’t Take My Eyes Off of You!
All these songs will bring back memories of
those romantic Summer Nights you spent
Sittin’ On the Dock of the Bay - ah yes -
The Way We Were! And One can hardly pay
a visit to Broadway without slipping into Her-
nando’s Hideaway where you'll be Feelin’
Good as you listen to songs like Let’s Hang
On, Workin’ My Way Back to You, and
Dancing Queen - all featured in Broadway and
Hollywood blockbusters. Well, Supercalifragi-
listicexpialidocious! Now I'm a Believer -
but the chorus has issued an S.0.S. asking you
to join us a we pay tribute to Broadway and
Hollywood. Come help us say Thank You for
the Music! - we know that you will leave say-
ing I've Had the Time of My Life!

Performances are held in the auditorium at
Pleasant Valley High School, Route 209 in Brod-
headsville, PA. This is an experience the family
can enjoy together and you won't want to miss
it! So mark your calendars now for Saturday,
April 16th @ 7 pm or Sunday, April 17th @ 3
pm. Tickets are $6.00 each, children under 12
are free. You can reserve tickets by calling
Janet at 570-620-1570. Tickets may also be
purchased at the door.

The music for this event has been provided in
part by a grant from the ESSA Bank & Trust
Foundation.




Thank you all for your prayers, calls, and cards
during my recent iliness and
hospitalization.

It's heartwarming to have such a great family
of faith here at SUMC.

Sincerely,
Cathy
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Thank you to everyone in our
church family for the prayers, cards,

visits, phone calls and food. The %/ W
love shown to us during Linda Joy’s [/l/
short illness and passing will always
be remembered.

Thank you to the Care Team and all who baked and helped in any way with the food
and serving for the memorial service, you did a fine job.

Thank you to Pastor Bob, Pastor Ted, and the Choir for a simply marvelous
“Celebration” of Linda’s life.

Keep the prayers coming as we continue our long road to recovery, one day at a time.
May God add his richest blessings to your lives.

In Christian Love,

The Seip and de Krafft families



Terrific Tuesday Dihher

( \Z Tuesday, April 19" ~ 6:00 pm
N .
@ QO MENU:

Pot Roast, Carrots,
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy,

Terrific Tuesday Salad, Rolls & Butter
Dessert

PROGRAM:
Margie Good will share information
about Organ Transplants

$7.00 per person
under 10 ~ $3.00

If you plan on joining us for an evening of “terrific” food, fellowship,
and fun. . . sign up at the rear of the sanctuary

We always need assistance with set up (3 pm Tues.) and cleanup after the meal.




On March 4™ the Stroudsburg United Methodist Church Choir hosted the
Muskingum University Concert Choir and Chamber Singers. They performed a
fabulous concert of sacred and secular music and featured several arrangements
by Roy Ringwald that were made popular by Fred Waring and the
Pennsylvanians. Several former Pennsylvanians were in the audience and joined
with the choir to perform those selections. A special treat was provided by Len
Thomas, who currently serves as the choir’s accompanist, and who was formerly
accompanist for the Pennsylvanians.

As hosts of the event, the church was to provide a meal for the choir, concert
facilities, and lodging for the night. Through the generosity of Mr. Barth Rubin,
owner of the Budget Inn and Suites in East Stroudsburg, lodging was provided at
the hotel at no charge. In these challenging economic times, it is heartwarming
to experience such generosity in support of the arts.

We are extremely grateful to Mr. Rubin for his significant contribution to the
success of the concert and we encourage you to share in expressing your

appreciation by your patronage to J.R.s Grill and Salad Bar and the Budget Inn
and Suites.

Stroudsburg United Methodist Church Choir
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Totesfor those in need:

April item of the month - Hand Soap - please no small sample soaps.
Please leave donationsin thetrunk in the Fellowship Room - Thank you!

Welsh Cookies- will be sold on April 10 after both services. Check upcoming bulletins
for moreinformation.



APRIL LENTEN & EASTER SERVICES

April 6 - Faith UMC 7:30 pm
April 13 - Christ UMC of Poplar Valley 7:30 pm

April 21 - Maundy Thursday 7:30 pm
April 22 - Good Friday CrossWalk & Service
April 24 - Sunrise Service 7:00 am
Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am
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“Red Bucket” Donations

The Missions Committee would like you to be aware your donations placed
in the Red Buckets will benefit the DASH Youth Group’s Mission Trip.

Thank you for your support!
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Cherry Lane UMC 6th Annual Spring Fling

When: April 2
Time: 12:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Cost: $12.00/person - Reservations are required
Cadll: Betty @ 421-5176 or Corliss @ 421-8619
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU.
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers, both individuals and groups, who have been signing
up to serve refreshments after church on several Sundays this winter and spring. The ASF
team appreciates your help. Most of you have signed up without begin “pestered” by us.

A specia Thank you to Jackie, who has taken it upon herself to check the calendar for sign ups
and then putting insertsin the bulletin reminding us which Sundays are still open and not spo-
ken for. Because of this the system seems to be working quite well. Jackie you are atrue gem.
Thank you again. (P.S. Boyd Butz was the person who initiated this idea - thank you, Boyd!)



EAST STROUDSBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
YOUTH MISSION PROGRAM
March 2011
Pastor Douglas Romaine, youth pastor at East Stroudsburg Baptist, has wanted to become more involved in
community outreach. He discussed possibilities with their youth, and the Senior High Y outh group decided
they wanted to host a dinner for the needy on aweek night. However, their kitchen is not approved by the
Board of Health for serving to the public. Pastor Doug called me to see if SUMC would alow their youth to
host the dinner here.
| set up a meeting with the pastor and the leader of their SR HI., Alexis Smith, to discuss the pros and cons and
most of the details involved. It was decided that to begin with it would be best to only serve ameal one night a
month. As most of the workers would be youth, there could conceivably be problems with scheduling and
commitment, if the youth undertook too much until they got accustomed to everything involved.
| took the proposal to Daniel’s Dream Team asking permission to allow the youth group to serve ameal in our
kitchen and dining room at 5 PM on the last Monday of the month, starting their mission on March 28". The
proposal was approved unanimously as a very worthy community outreach for usto be a part of.
Consequently the East Stroudsburg Baptist youth will be hosting ameal under the direction of Lucas Donlan
and Alexis White from 5 PM until 5.45 PM on March 28, April 25 and May 30 to see how the program will
work.
Their ultimate ideaisto involve the adults of their congregation, hoping to get approval to upgrade their own
kitchen to health standards, in order for them to start afood outreach of their own in East Stroudsburg.
The Dream Team hopes that the congregation of SUMC will agree that thisis an excellent opportunity for us
to live up to our Mission statement:
To go out and gather disciplesand grow in God’s Love.

Beryl Hellgren
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¢ @
h m DASH YOUTH GROUP NEWS
JEAIANLY
Sunday, April 3 - Mission Trip information meeting;
You l H 9:45 am; in Sanctuary; all interested youth and their
parents should attend.
Gnou Friday, April 22 - Cross Walk; meet at church; time TBA.

Sunday, April 24 - Easter Sunday; East Sunrise Service;

youth will lead with Pastor Berryman from UCC,
* Newrs * times TBA.

Saturday, April 30 - sell food at Book Sale; 9am-1pm;
fundraiser for Mission Trip.
Sunday, May 8 - Mother’s Day; youth will be in charge of after service fellowship
at both services.
June 20 through 24 - VBS; youth volunteers needed; 9am-12pm every day.
Wednesday, June 29 through Sunday, July 3 - Mission Trip.




SOUPKITCHEN VOLUNTEER LIST

| am looking to set up alist of ten to twelve (10-12) volunteers from SUMC who will be willing and able to
prepare and/or serve a Sunday meal on either a prescheduled basis or on two to three (2 to 3) days emergency
notice. In the past there have been occasions when a scheduled group has backed out in the last minute.

Our church has not been actively involved in providing mealsin severa years, as we have been fortunate to
have many outside groups available to fulfill their mission work at the soup kitchen. Our youth group has
recently been committed to one or two Sundays ayear. | would like to have adults involved also.

My ideaisto have the adult list divided into two groups who work together and each commit to one or two
Sundays ayear. Ideally afew of these adults should be willing to take the responsibility to be aleader and take
charge on their Sunday. This would entail planning, shopping for perishables and being in charge of the
cooking.

Our pantry iswell stocked with canned goods, juices, coffee, tea, salad dressings and condiments. Salad
fixings, meats, bread and desserts would have to be purchased. We provide the money to purchase these items.
Donations of these supplies are always welcome but not necessary or expected.

If you would like to be a part of thisimportant church mission, please contact me, Beryl Hellgren, at 570-421-
4024 or by email bykoh@verizon.net. Y ou can also leave a message with Jackie, our secretary, at 570-421-
6020.

Thank you for your support.

khkkkkkkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhhkhkkhkkhkhhkhkhkhkhkkhhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkk*x

APRIL MISS ON COMMITTEE REPORT

Y our mission committee continues to be active. Asyou know we are collecting books for atwo fold reason.
We will be selling books at abook sale here in our church on Saturday, April 30. The left over books will be
collected by Liz Miller for overseas distribution. The money we raise will go toward a scholarship for one of
our college students next September. This endeavor isin cooperation with our UMW.

We had athank you note from PATH and would like to share it with everyone since it was meant for the
whole congregation. “Your caring truly makes a difference to the familiesat PATH. Thank you again for
your continued support. Sincerely, Sharon M. Taylor - Executive Director” and also one from STAND
PROUD. Stand Proud is an organization that helps polio survivors and youth with other disabilitiesin Africa
towak. “On behalf of the many disabled youth in poor countries who need orthopedic equipment in order to
achieve maximum mobility, independence and dignity, but who otherwise could not afford it. | would like to
take this opportunity to thank you personally for your interest and generosity. Sincerely, Elizabeth Chant -
Vice-Chairperson.” Through our church budget mission money was also given to our youth for their 30 hour
famine. Y our continued support for Missionsistruly spreading Christ’s message to many throughout the
world. Thank you, Thank you.



UNITED METHODIST MEN

Will be serving breakfast after the Sunrise Service on Easter Sunday.
We will aso be serving breakfast to the Choir in between services.
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Kim Kopec is organizing a“Cherub Choir”. She would like to get
alist of kids interested and then
coordinate rehearsal time. If you are interested in joining, please call Kim @ 424-0410
or email: musicalfroggy@hotmail.com

Cherub Choir
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Welsh Cookie Order Form

$4.00 per dozen

Name Phone #
Order dozen X $4.00=$

Total = $
Paid Unpaid

Must be paid before pick up on April 10, 2011

B R R Rk b e b ek ek ek b e b S b e ek b e R e b S b ek ek R R R e e e i b R R S

Nursery Attendants
Nursery attendants will be available starting April 3rd at the 11:00
Worship time for infants and children up to 5 years old.

Nursery Attendants
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